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you will perhaps yet see him at the head ot a sacred bat-
talion, saluting with his uplifted sword the Italian flag.
lie is an Italian of the fifteenth century: the only

energetic man capable of mending the weaknesses of his
Government.1'*
Prophetic words, fulfilled within ten years!

The iirst  Ftisci di Combat timmio were founded by

Mussolini and d'Annun/io in 1914, as war groups to bring
Italy to the side of the Allied Powers, The first Fascist
meeting in Milan, of March 231x1, 1919, was a re-dedica-
tion of those who had worked for intervention, and a vow
was then made that the fruits of victory should not be
lost to Italy,

**1 called the organization Fauci Italtani di Combatti-
mento" Mussolini told an audience later, "because this
hard, metallic name included the whole programme of
Fascism as J dreamed of it; as I wished it to be, and as
1 have made it/1

The fasces were bundles of rods for scourging criminals,
with an axe in the centre, carried by the lietors of ancient
Rome, the attendants on the magistrates, whose symbol
of authority they were. The tying together of the bundle
into one represented the strength of: unity, and the axe
justice. The words litiliam and Combattiniento denoted
that Fascism was for Italians a racial doctrine, represent-
ing for them **rhc continuity of their stock and their
history;'" and that it wan a fighting creed, for "struggle is
at the origin of all things/9

More definitely, in his article on Fascism in the Italian
Encyclopaedia, which should be read carefully by anyone
who desires to understand the new Italy, Mussolini states;

"Aft far as concerns the future development of^ mankind,
quite apart  from  all  present-day political considerations,